
Alice Growing and Shrinking in Wonderland 
 

Alice in Wonderland is a book written by the mathematician Charles Dodgson who used 
the pen name Lewis Carroll.  You may have read the book or seen the movie in which a 
young girl Alice has fanciful adventurers with strange animals and people.  In one of 
these dream like experiences Alice drinks a magical potion which makes her shrink and 
later eats cake which makes her grow.  Here is original text from Lewis Carroll. 
 
Alice opened the door and found a passage that ...led into the 
loveliest garden you ever saw. How she longed to get out of the 
dark hall and wander about among those beds of bright flowers , 
and those cool fountains, but she could not get her 
head through the doorway. ...She went back to the 
table, half hoping she might find another key on 
it,...this time she found a little bottle on it, and tied 
around the neck of the bottle was a paper label, with 
the words “DRINK ME” beautifully printed with large 
letters.. ...However, this bottle was not marked 
“poison”, so Alice ventured to taste it, and finding it 
very nice,   she very soon finished it off. “What a 
curious feeling!” said Alice; “I must be shutting up like 
a telescope.” And so it was indeed: she was now only 
ten inches high, and her face brightened up at the 
thought that she was now the right size for going 
through the door into that lovely garden. 
Soon her eyes fell on a little glass box that was 
under the table: she opened it, and found in it a very small cake, on 
which the words “EAT ME” were beautifully marked  in currants. 
“Well, I'll eat it,” said Alice, “and if it makes me grow larger I can 
reach the key; and if it makes me grow smaller, I can creep under the 
door; so either way I'll get into the garden, and I don't care which 
happens!” 
 
The author never specifies how much Alice shrinks or grows in her adventure, but let’s 
do some experimenting of our own.  Suppose Alice’s starting height is 10 cm.  She then 
drinks a potion that makes her shrink by 10% of her height, then immediately eats a 
portion of cake which makes her grow by 8% of her height.   Complete as many off the 
following activities as you can. 
 
1. What do you think will happen to Alice’s height as she repeats this process over and 

over?  Will she eventually be growing taller or shorter? 
 
2. Create a number table which gives Alice’s height after each repetition of drinking 

the potion and eating the cake. 
 
3. Can you find a way to represent this situation algebraically with an equation and 

variables? 
 



4. Draw a graph which shows Alice’s height as she repeats the growing and shrinking 
process. 

 
5. Explain how your table, equation, and graph support or refute your original 

prediction in part 1. 
 
6. Draw a picture of Alice before she has any or the drink or cake and another picture 

of Alice after she has drunk and eaten several times.  Be sure to pay attention to 
scale in your drawings.   

 
7.   If the shrinking and growing percentages were changed, under what conditions 

would Alice be shrinking or growing? 


